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St. Matthews: Growing Kirby congregation prompts construction of new church

By Paul Medinger

When Pastor Phillip Enderle came to St. Matthews Evangelical Lutheran Church near Kirby four years ago, the future of the church was in question. Pastor Henry Klug retired in 2004, and attendance at services in the small church that was built in the 1920s was dwindling.

Only four years later, the church is one of the fastest growing churches in the Wisconsin Synod, and ground was broken for a new facility on Sunday.

“There were maybe 15-30 members in 2004,” Enderle said. “They didn’t know if they would be able to continue. But a lot of new members joined the church, and I don’t think we have had a Sunday without a new visitor.”

Enderle said that a new service has been added on Sundays, and another on Wednesdays for the roughly 150 people who worship in the small church building atop a hill at the corner of Highways 12 and E.

“We can cram about 100-110 people in here,” Enderle said. “The church is spreading mostly through word of mouth. It is exciting and just great to be a part of.”

A committee was put together in 2007 to explore the option of a new facility to meet the space needs for increasing church attendance. Enderle said that 14 acres neighboring the church property was purchased, and the plans to build have been approved.

The new church will be built in three phases. The first phase will be the construction of a 7,000 square foot fellowship hall. Worship will move to the fellowship hall upon its completion. The second phase will be the construction of a 300-seat sanctuary, and the third phase of construction will include six to eight classrooms.

“As soon as we get the fellowship hall done, we will worship over there,” Enderle said. “We are just busting at the seams now, which is kind of cool.”

St. Matthew’s Church was founded in 1894. After the original church building was destroyed by lightning, the current facility was built in the 1920s, Enderle said. He also said that the church will not be torn down upon the completion of the new church. The church will be preserved, and used for weddings and funerals. Enderle hopes to one day see the church on a historical register. For the time being, he hopes to see the church membership continue to grow.

“Part of the reason contributing to the growth is that if you put 100 people in a place so small, you have to get acquainted,” Enderle said. “The first time here you are a visitor, and the second time a friend. It is not a cliché. You really see it.”
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